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OBSERVATION ON GROUP BEHAVIOR OF BLACK FINLESS
PORPOISE, NEOPHOCAENA PHOCAENOIDES, NEAR
THE BEACH USING THE NET-SURROUNDINGS
IN THE YANGTZE RIVER

Hua Yuanyu
(Department of Biology, Nanjing Normal University, 210054}
Xiang Chengsheng

(Avlui Proyincial Bureau of Construction and nationgl Environmental
Drotection of Civic and Bural Area, Hefei 240000

Xu Xinmin and Zhang Xian ~
{Tongling Bniji Reserve Site of Anhui Province, 244000)

ABSTRACT The group behavior of the black finless porpoise was listed in this
paper. Three groups of the finless porpoise were capiured and surrounded in the
different water area using the special net in the middle and lower reaches of the
Yangtze River in 1984, 1989 and 1992. Based on the records of observation for 42
days and nighis, this paper has made an overall descriptions and comprehensive
analysis of its untamed behaviors of schooling, mother-calf, feeding, court-
ghip, playing, escaping, resting and being “altruistic”, ete., upon its breath on
the surface of water. This observation not only will help to protect and breed the
porpoise. but also can apply to protect in the natural protection section and to breed
in the semi~natural reserve site for the Baiji.

KEYWORDS group behavior, black finless porpoise, Neophocaena phocaenoides,
net-surrcunding, Yangtize River



