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STUDIES ON THE GONADAL MORPHOLOGY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF PIKE CONGER MURAENESOX CINEREUS

ZHANG Ke-Jian, ZHANG Yin-Jiang
(Fisheries College, Shanghai Fisheries University, 200090)

ZHEN Dong-Yong
(Xiamen Xiangyu Dongli Import & E xport Corporation, 361006)

ABSTRACT Studies were carried out on the gonadal of pike conger, Mureanesox cinereus
with regard to its morphological and histological features and annual maturation changes. The
morphological observations show that, the ovary and the testes of pike conger consist with many
lamella ovaries and lamella testes respectively. The morphological structure of ovary and testis is
largely different from those of most other fishes. Histological observation on the gonadal shows
that, some ovaries of individual pike conger develop into the maturation stage in the late April and
individuals with matured ovaries increase sharply in May. So the reproductive period of pike
conger is between M ay to August and the period between June to July is the most active.

M icroscopic and submicroscopic observation aslo show that, the sperm of pike conger has a sickle-
like head and a relatively short tail.

KEYWORDS Mureanesox cinereus, Gonadal, M orphology, Histology, Scanning Microscope



