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Abstract: This paper analyses some practices of maritime delimitation of coastal countries and judicial practices of
the International Court or Arbitration Court after the brief introduction of the general geography and resources
conditions of East China Sea. On the basis of above analysis, the author sums up some main factors considered
by relevant states when they delimitate the maritime boundaries, such as geography, geology, the unity
resources, economy, historical rights ( traditional fishing right) . The author analyses these factors combined with
Chinese, actual conditions, then expounds the possible delimitation: delimitating the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) and the Continental Shelf on respective length proportionality of coastal lines. At last, some viewpoints
are expounded about the marine boundary between China and Japan.
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Tab.1 Mariti e deli itation practices of so e countries
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principle or method for
delimitation

factors considered

Gulf

Saudi Arabia-Baharin

Trar Saudi A rabia

Tran- Qatar

Tran Bahrain

Iran- Omen

Tran United Arab Emirates

1958

1968

1969

1971

1974

1974

continental shelf

continental shelf

continental shelf

continental shelf

continental shelf

continental shelf

revised equidigant line

adjusted equidistant line

adjusted equidistant line

adjusted equidistant line

adjusted equidistant line

adjusted equidistant line

existence of some
idands and cays

exigence of islands
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existence of islands, oil
and mineral resources
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(%% 1)

principle or method for

region dates time s gned delimitation area delimitation factors considered
Norway Denmark 1965 continental shelf median line B
Norwar Britai 1965 : oo -
orway- Britain continental shelf median line
g 1971 , . o -
Gemany F. R.—Denmark continental shelf equitable principle
North Sea _
Germany F. R-Hollnd 197 continental shelf equitable principle B
- 1971 ) . o -
Gemany F.R-Briain continental shelf equitable principle
N 1971 . . . -
Denmark-Norway continental shelf equitable principle
" 1969 edian i d
Indonesia-M alasia % continental shelf fedian e an shape of coast line
agreeable line
- . 1972 : , :
Indonesia- Augralia continental shelf agreeable line Timor trough
Fag Asia _ economy and
Indone sa Sineanome 1973 territorial sea median line and environment, low-tide
i i agreeable line ekvations, characters of
physiognomy
- 1974 é able line and istence of isalands and
Indonesia-India continental shelf agreeah € Ane an exsence of isaands an
medin line low-tide elevations
- 1978 territorial sea, N
Australia- Papua New Guinea continental shelf, equitable principle ishnds, economy
fisheries
B ! 1980 lusi
France( Wallis, Futuna) . excusive medin line islands
—~Tonga economic zone
France( New 1983 ) exc]u'swe revised median line Middleton reef
Caledonia)}- A ustralia eeonommie zone
South lusi
- exclusive - .
Pacific Papua New Guinea 1989 economic zone equidis i!lljll]”l]?s ‘jmd islands
Solomon Islands continental shelf agreeable fmes
N 1 >xclusive
French Polynesia- »0 ccuiltcrrll]isclvz()une median lines islands
Cook Islands
1990 exclusive -

Frence(New C.

Solomon Islands

economic zone

median lines
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Tab. 2 Deli itation practices of international court and arbitration

arbitration

arbitation cases relevant countries L factors considered remarks
principle
1969 ’ -
- . . constitution of coast.
The l\é}(l)rilz iza Cr{gtggental Germany F.R., e(‘['mt‘a‘b}e geobgical consitution -
@ ®, Holland, D enmark principle and natural resource s of
continental shelf, reasonable
length proportion of coastal line
1977
TheUmted' Kingdom- . the United equitable . N B
France Continental shelf Kinedom. France inciple location of islands
Arbhitration Case, 1977 gcom, prnep
1981 -
Ieelind-Norway Jan Mayen ’ equitable L setting up a joint
Continental Shelf Ambitration Teeland, Norw ay principle fisheries exploitable fisheries
Case, 1981 zone near the boundary
1982 - ,
The Tunisia-Libya Continental Tunisia, Libya eqpite?b]e coastal §l‘a'1p6, the existence -
Shelf Case. 1982 principle and location of Kerkenna
’ idands, reasonable proportion
of coastal Ines
1984 EEZ
. - el equitable geography, coastal shape maritime boundary of
TBCI,M‘fm(? Gu(]:f' Md?;gze US, Canada principle continental shelf and
elmitation Lase, EEZ is the same line
1985 -
The Libya-Mala Contiental Libya, Malta ;q;::jﬂi ]engl;fillinf;fn of -
Shelf Case, 1985 - ‘ ’
1985 - EXZ
The Maritime Boundary . . equitable . maritime boundary of
Guinea, Guine: she f coastal 1
between Guinea and Guinea ulrk;}ai,qsaslma— principle ape of coasal Ine EEZ and continental
Bissau Aibitration case, 1985 ) dhelf is the same line
91,
1993 _ 31 EEZ
The Maritime Boundary ’ equitable kength proportion of proportion of coastal Ine length
) Denmark, Norway - e of Greenland and Jan Mayen
betw een Greenland and principle coadal line .
Jan Mayen Case, 1993 is 9 1, but the result of
’ delimitation is 3 1. maritime
boundary of EEZ and continental
shelf is the same line
1 , 1969 ,
2
2 2
, 1965 1958 » ,
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Tab. 3 The catches and their proportions of China and Japan in East China Sea, 1990— 1999 (10%)
year 190 191 1992 1993 19% 1995 196 1997 1998 199
China 229.7 254.9 278. 1 313.4 403.2 481.9 5.7 574.7 614. 6 618.4
Japan 41.15 40.24 35.2 35.75 38. 65 315 41.32 32.62 25.32 31
proportion 61 61 81 g1 10 1 151 121 181 241 201

’

Notes: the statistic data of Japanese catchesare Japanese total catches from East China Sea and Yellow Sea, but the most catches are from East China
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Fig.1 The fishing areas of Chinese state- owned Fig. 2 The fishing areas of Chineses collective-owned
traw ling and sining in East China Sea trawling and seining in East China Sea
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